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Fabric Requirements – with Fussy Cut 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fabric Requirements – Without Fussy Cut 

 

 

 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

This block, with the way it swirls around, reminds me of colored bits of paper caught up in a tiny 

whirlwind, flitting about.  With its center square, it’s another opportunity to highlight a special piece of 

fabric.  Because of that, there are two methods given to make this block:  One with and one without 

fussy cutting.   

This block has many names.  In addition to the name Windblown Star, this block also is known as Sea 

Glass, Balkan Puzzle, and Mosaic #6.  A very uninspiring name if ever there was one, and I wondered 

why such a pretty block had such a blasé name, so I did some digging and here’s what I found out.  In 

1895, the Ladies Art Company published a catalog of quilt block patterns.  “It was a collection of 400 

patterns that could be purchased.  The influence of that catalog is still with us today in the naming of 

FABRIC QUANTITY SIZE 

   

Red Floral (F1) 1 6.5” x 6.5” 

White Floral (F4) 1 5.5” x 5.5” 

White Floral (F4) 1 8” x 8” 

Dark Green (F6) 1 8” x 8” 

Light Blue (F7) 4 3.5” x 3.5” 

Light Blue (F7) 2 5.5” x 5.5” 

FABRIC QUANTITY SIZE 

   

Red Floral (F1) 1 5.5” x 5.5” 

White Floral (F4) 1 5.5” x 5.5” 

White Floral (F4) 1 8” x 8” 

Dark Green (F6) 1 8” x 8” 

Light Blue (F7) 2 5.5” x 5.5” 
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many of these blocks.  The catalog listed this block as #334 and the name in the index is Mosaic #6.  

They had a series of these half square blocks that they called mosaic and numbered them.”1 

NOTE:  The instructions call for one 8x8” square of the Dark Green (F6).  If you purchased a 

standard quarter yard of your F6 fabric and don’t have a big enough piece for an 8x8” square, 

cut two 5.5” squares of both the F6 fabric and the F4 fabric, and use the 4-at-a-time method for 

creating HSTs (half-square triangles) rather than the 8-at-a-time method. 

INSTRUCTIONS WITH FUSSY CUT CENTER 

CUTTING  

First, we’re going to make the 8 Dark Green (F6)/White Floral(F4) half-square 

triangles (HSTs) using the Easy 8 method.  Place the Dark Green (F6) and White 

Floral (F4) 8x8 squares right sides together. Use a few pins to hold it in place.  

Using a pen or a pencil, draw a diagonal line from upper left to lower right 

corners, and from upper right to lower left corners, creating an X.  Sew ¼” away 

from both sides of both diagonal lines. 

 

Using a ruler and a rotary cutter, cut along both drawn lines.  Without moving any of the pieces, cut the 

square in half vertically and horizontally as well.  This creates 8 HSTs.  Spray them generously with spray 

starch such as Best Press and gently press toward the darker fabric.  Trim to 3.5” square. 

Next, we’re going to make the Light Blue (F7)/White Floral (F4) HSTs using the 4-

at-a-time method.  Place the Light Blue (F7) and White Floral (F4) 5.5” squares 

right sides together, use a pin to hold in place.  Sew ¼” all the way around the 

outside edge of the squares.  Using a ruler and a rotary cutter, make two 

diagonal cuts, corner to corner, creating an “X”.  This creates 4 HSTs.  Spray 

them generously with spray starch such as Best Press and gently press toward the Light Blue (F7).  Trim 

to 3.5” square. 

 

ASSEMBLY 

Take the 4 remaining 3.5” Light Blue (F7) squares and gently press them in half 

diagonally with wrong sides together.  Alternately, you can draw a line from 

corner to corner. Starting with the 6.5 x 6.5 fussy cut square, place one 3.5” 

blue square in the top left corner and one in the lower right corner, so that the 

crease or line angles across the fussy cut square; Match up the edges.  Pin in 

place.  Using the crease – or the line -- as a guide, sew diagonally across the 

3.5” Light Blue (F7) square.  Repeat on the opposite corner.  Line up the ¼” 

mark of the ruler with the sew line, and trim off the excess.  Press the blue corner away from the fussy 

cut square.  Repeat this process with the other two corners. 

 
1 https://trkingmomoe.wordpress.com/2014/02/17/ladies-art-co-mosaic-6-block-sampler-quilt/ 
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Using the picture as a guide, place your fussy cut square with Light Blue (F7) 

corners in the center, then lay out your 3.5” squares to create the block.    

Sew together all the pieces on the top row, press seams open or to one side.  

Repeat this with the pieces on the bottom row.  If pressing the seams to one 

side, make sure they go the same direction as the top row. 

Starting on the left, sew the two outer pieces together and press the seam 

open.  Place it right sides together with the center unit, matching the edges 

and center.  Sew ¼” seam and press.  If pressing to one side, press the opposite direction of the top and 

bottom rows.  Repeat this process for the right side. 

Sew the top row to the center row.  If seams have been pressed opposite directions, nest them 

together.  Sew ¼” seam and press.  Repeat with the bottom row. 

 

INSTRUCTIONS WITHOUT FUSSY CUT CENTER 

CUTTING  

Place one White Floral (F4) and one Dark Green (F6) 8”x8” 

square right sides together, and use a few pins to hold them 

in place.  Using a pen or a pencil, draw a diagonal line from 

upper left to lower right corners, and from upper right to 

lower left corners.  Sew ¼” away from both sides of both 

diagonal lines. 

Using a ruler and a rotary cutter, cut along both drawn lines.  

Without moving any of the pieces, cut the square in half vertically and horizontally as well.  You now 

have 8 HSTs that are Dark Green (F6) and White Floral (F4).  Spray them generously with spray starch 

such as Best Press and gently press toward the darker fabric.  Trim all the HSTs 3.5” square. 

Next, we need to make 4-at-a-time HSTs (half-square triangles).  Place one Light Blue (F7) and one White 

Floral (F4) 5.5” squares right sides together.  Sew ¼” around the outside.  Using your ruler and rotary 

cutter, cut an “X” through the squares from corner to corner.  Spray generously with spray starch and 

press, square them to 3.5”.  Repeat this process with the Light Blue (F7) and Red Floral (F1) 5.5” squares. 

 

Assembly  

Using the Without Fussy Cut picture as a guide, lay out your 3.5” squares to create the block.    Starting 

with the top row, sew the pieces for that row together in order.  Either press the seams open or press all 

the seams on that row the same direction.  Repeat this process with the remaining three rows.  If 

pressing to one side, alternate which direction you’re pressing.  Example:  Top row, press to the right.  

2nd row, press to the left, etc.  We do this so when we sew the rows together, we can nest the seams. 

Sew the top two rows together, taking care to match the seams.  Repeat with the bottom two rows.  

Finally, sew both halves together, then press. 

 

 



MY GRANDMOTHER’S QUILT WINDBLOWN STAR 

 

Give your block one more good press, square it up to 12.5 x 12.5, 

and you’re done! 

Whether you call this Windblown Star or Mosaic #6, you’ll find 

this is a quick and easy block with a fun arrangement of the ever-

versatile half-square triangle. 

Happy Quilting! 

 


